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Former Trump aides guilty 


Manafort 
convicted on 
8 charges in 
tax, bank case 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN 
AND LAURA KING 
Washington Bureau 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. — A federal 
jury convicted Paul Manafort, 
President Donald Trump’s former 
campaign chairman, of eight 
counts of tax evasion and bank 
fraud Tuesday, a victory for special 
counsel Robert Mueller in the first 
criminal trial brought by his office. 

The jury said it was deadlocked 
on 10 related charges and the 
judge declared a mistrial on them 
after four days of deliberations 
and a 12-day trial that focused in 
part on Manafort’s gilded lifestyle, 
making him a sym- 
bol of greed in the 
Trump era. 

Manafort, 69, 
showed a glimmer 
of asmile when he 
learned the jurors 
could not reach a 
unanimous deci- 
sion on the 10 
charges. But it quickly disap- 
peared as a clerk read the eight 
guilty verdicts. 

He was convicted on five 
counts of filing false tax returns, 
one count of not filing a report on 
a foreign bank account and two 
counts of bank fraud. He could be 
sentenced to up to 80 years in 
prison. 

Once an influential Republican 
operative, wealthy Washington 
lobbyist and globe-trotting adviser 
to foreign leaders, Manafort stood 
motionless as the judge explained 
the sentencing process to him. 

His wife, Kathleen, sat behind 
him in the first row of the 
ninth-floor courtroom. Once the 
proceedings were over, Manafort 
appeared to walk toward her, 
briefly making eye contact before 
deputies escorted him out the side 
door he’s used throughout the 
trial. 

The case focused chiefly on 
Manafort’s efforts to hide tens of 
millions of dollars from his work 


Manafort 
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Michael Cohen pleaded guilty Tuesday to eight charges of felony fraud and campaign finance law violations. 


In deal, ‘fixer’ 

implicates the 
president over 
hush money 


By DAVID WILLMAN 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s former personal 
lawyer and longtime “fixer,’ 
Michael Cohen, pleaded guilty 
Tuesday to eight charges of felony 
fraud and campaign finance law 
violations — and implicated 
Trump for directing him to ar- 
range payments to buy the silence 
of two women who said they had 
affairs with him. 

Cohen, who had vowed as 
recently as last year to “take a 
bullet” to protect Trump, now 
poses what could be a legal threat 
to his presidency by fingering him 
in an alleged conspiracy to violate 
campaign laws. 

During a hearing before U.S. 
District Court Judge William 
Pauley in Manhattan, Cohen said 
he had facilitated $280,000 in 
hush money payments to porn 
actress Stormy Daniels and for- 
mer Playboy model Karen Mc- 
Dougal “in coordination and at the 
direction of a candidate for federal 
office.” 

Cohen, 51, did not name the 
candidate but one of his lawyers, 
Lanny Davis, tweeted afterward 
that his client had “testified under 
oath that Donald Trump directed 
him to commit a crime by making 
payments to two women for the 
principal purpose of influencing 
an election.” 

In his guilty plea, Cohen admit- 
ted that he helped arrange the 
payments during the 2016 presi- 
dential election that bought — 
until after the election — the 
silence of the two women. Trump 
has denied their affair claims. 

Those payments — $150,000 
from the parent company of the 
National Enquirer in September 
2016 to McDougal, and $130,000 
the next month from Cohen him- 
self to Daniels, whose real name is 
Stephanie Clifford — violated fed- 
eral campaign law, according to 
terms of the guilty plea. 
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Micheail Ward’s videotaped confession to police was played Tuesday in the Hadiya Pendleton murder trial. 


Defendant: ‘I didn’t even want to do it’ 


Jury hears 1 suspect 
in teen’s death say his 
co-accused forced him 


By MEGAN CREPEAU 
AND PATRICK M. O’CONNELL 
Chicago Tribune 


One juror scribbled on a small 
notepad. Another leaned for- 
ward in his chair. All eyes were 
focused on the widescreen televi- 
sion in the center of the spacious 
seventh-floor courtroom. 

The men and the women of 
the jury watched intently Tues- 
day as the video-recorded inter- 
rogation of Micheail Ward, the 
man on trial on charges he shot 


Hadiya Pendleton, played for 
hours. 

Ward’s own words on the 
videos may be the evidence that 
seals his fate with jurors. 

“I didn’t even want to do it,” 
Ward, then 18, said as he began to 
cry after hours in a cramped 
interrogation room. “I didn’t 
want to do that s---, man. I liked 
that girl” 

Ward admitted firing shots 
into the South Side’s Harsh Park 
in an attempt atrevenge on arival 
gang faction but contended he 
only did so because co-defendant 
Kenneth Williams, then 20, 
threatened to kill him ifhe didn’t. 

“He was talking about ... a 
m-----f----- is gonna do it to you if 


you don’t want to do it, and Pm 
like, why I got to do it for you, 
man?” he said in the recording. 

The videos, taken from a 
bird’s-eye view of the window- 
less police interview room, cap- 
tured Chicago police detectives 
grilling Ward in the early morn- 
ing hours of Feb. 10, 2013, nearly 
two weeks after the 15-year-old 
honors student was fatally shot in 
the park in the North Kenwood 
neighborhood. 

“How many times did you fire 
the gun?” he was asked. 

“Six,” Ward replied. 

After more than a week of 
testimony from Hadiya’s friends 
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Stronger social media 
guidelines eyed by CPS 


Kids would be barred 
from texting teachers, 
coaches and vice versa 


By JUAN PEREZ JR. 
Chicago Tribune 


Students and workers at one 
of the country’s largest school 
systems may soon face stringent 
new restrictions on how they 
interact via social media and 
mobile devices, according to 
new policies set for a Wednesday 
vote from the Chicago Board of 
Education. 

Teachers would be prohib- 
ited from using their personal 
social media accounts to com- 
municate with students, for 
example, and would also face 
new requirements governing 
their online behavior. Students 
would also be barred from 
calling or leaving voice mes- 


sages on the mobile devices of 
staff members or adults who 
work in schools. 

There are some exceptions to 
the pending new policies, which 
were drafted by Chicago Public 
Schools after a sexual abuse 
scandal was documented this 
summer in a Tribune investiga- 
tion. A district-commissioned 
report last week confirmed 
broad failures that included lit- 
tle-understood guidelines to ad- 
dress appropriate boundaries 
between students and employ- 
ees. 

The new rules underscore 
how challenging it is to regulate 
teachers and students alike in 
the age of smartphones and 
social media. Educators and leg- 
islators must grapple with 
whether and how to craft laws 
and policies that protect stu- 
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Cubs land Murphy 
from Nationals 


Plus, Darvish out for season 
and Kopech’s Sox debut cut 
short by rain. Chicago Sports 


Behind the scenes 
of racial inequity 


Starz network docuseries 
looks at Oak Park and River 
Forest High School. A+E 


Trump throws 
coal plants lifeline 


Illinois not turning back. 
Chicagoland, Page 4 
The plan’s details. Business 


„~> Tom Skilling’s forecast igh 80 Low 62 


meh 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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